
 

 

Bennington Oral Health Coalition 

The BOHC is a grassroots, community-led 
initiative to improve oral health in 

Bennington, VT. 

What is an  

Oral Health Champion? 
An Oral Health Champion is an individual who believes in the 
importance of improving our community’s oral health, and is 

willing to advocate for this cause passionately and often.  
 
An Oral Health Champion could be someone who: 

 
 knows that improving oral health in our community is a 

public good, and will support this cause even in the face 
of pushback or disagreement 

 will act on requests by the BOHC, committing to at least 
1 concrete task within the next year. 

 can clearly articulate what the BOHC is striving to 

accomplish, and will do so regularly, encouraging others 
to become champions as well 

 understands that community water fluoridation is the 
cornerstone of good oral health, and is willing to support 

a Town Government decision to implement it in 
Bennington (and to vocally encourage others to do the 
same). 

The Surgeon General estimates that nationwide, “more than 51 million 

school hours are lost each year to dental-related illness.” 
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Did you know? 

Champion of the Month 

Dick Bower 

There is a reason why Dick Bower’s name 
is shown alongside the definition of “Oral 
Health Champion.” Dick exemplifies, at 

many levels, what it means to be 
committed to the cause of improving oral 
health in Bennington. Whether helping 
with arts and crafts activities at summer 

camps, or advocating for large-scale 
change, Dick always has a smile on his 

face. Keep up the great work: the rest of us 

are inspired by your passion and drive! 

 

http://www.nidcr.nih.gov/DataStatistics/SurgeonGeneral/Report/ExecutiveSummary.htm 
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Thank you, Shanely and Nevin! 

Shanely Marmolejos served as the coordinator for the BOHC 
from May through August. With her efforts throughout the 
summer, many projects were able to move forward. Shanely 

presented oral health information to nearly every daycare in 
Bennington, and helped the BOHC to have a big presence at 

the UCS summer camp at Lake Paran. Shanely was able to 
connect with children and adults alike, and the Coalition is so 
grateful for her time, enthusiasm, and dedication. Shanely is 

now a senior at Southern Vermont College and most definitely 
has a bright future ahead of her. 
 

Nevin Lessard was an AmeriCorps VISTA with the Alliance 
for Community Transformation in Bennington. Helping to 
improve the oral health of the community was a passion for 

Nevin, and it showed through his work on many BOHC 
projects over the past year. He was integral to the MAUMS 

dental screenings, compiling a report of the results; he assisted 
with many community events; and he even put on a white coat 
and adopted the persona of “Dr. Brushy Flossy” to encourage 

North Bennington students to take care of their teeth. Nevin 
hopes to attend dental school soon: who knows, maybe 

someday he will set up a practice right here in Bennington! 
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Ongoing Projects 

 

 

Intrigued by these projects? Find out how you can get involved!  
 

Call: 802-447-3700 ext. 3          Email: healthyteeth05201@gmail.com 

 

The BOHC has many exciting projects happening right now! 

Just take a look at this list! 

 Daily tooth brushing program in the 3rd and 4th grades at Bennington 

Elementary School. 

o In its second year, this program encourages daily oral health care, 

and incorporates information regarding diet, flossing, and more! 

o We hope to expand to more classrooms/schools soon. 

 Support of the MAUMS dental chair and tooth tutor 

 Establishment of the MAUHS dental chair, as well as dental screenings 

for all students 

 Integration of oral health into the SVSU curriculum 

 Continued classroom presentations/essay contests at all grade levels in all 

schools 

 An active Community Water Fluoridation subcommittee, looking to 

continue educating the public and to keep CWF in the public 

consciousness as an effective public health measure. 

 Continued champion and volunteer recruitment, and public presence 

during community events 

 Communication with the Select Board and the Oral Health Commission 


